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OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN SECRETARY

CERTIFICATION

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that at the regular session duly constituted of the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan, Province of Pangasinan, held on July 14, 2025, at the
Session Hall, Capitol Building, Lingayen, Pangasinan, the following provincial
resolution was approved:

Authored by SP Member Napoleon C. Fontelera, Jr.

PROVINCIAL RESOLUTION NO. 622-2025

APPROVING THE INTERNAL RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE
12T SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN OF PANGASINAN FOR
THE PERIOD 2025-2028

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provision of Section 50 of R.A. 7160, otherwise
known as the Local Government Code of 1991, the Sanggunian is mandated to adopt or
update its existing Rules of Procedure for the proper discharge of legislative functions
with the end goal of enacting effective and quality legislation;

WHEREAS, in order to ensure orderly transaction of business during sessions and
committee hearings, it is imperative for the 12™ Sangguniang Panlalawigan to approve
its Internal Rules of Procedure;

WHEREFORE, in view of the foregoing, on motion of Acting Floor Leader
Napoleon C. Fontelera, Jr., unanimously seconded, it was -

RESOLVED, by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan in session assembled to approve,
as it hereby approves, the Internal Rules of Procedure of the 12" Sangguniang
Panlalawigan for the period 2025-2028, copy of which is hereto attached and made as
integral part hereof;

RESOLVED FINALLY, to furnish copies of the Internal Rules of Procedure to
the Vice Governor and the Sangguniang Panlalawigan Members, for their information
and guidance, after all concerned have affixed their signature thereat.

CERTIFIED B ?‘
VE '1'./ AVA-PEREZ

Secretary t@/the Sanggunian
ATTESTED:
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RULE XIV
SUPPLEMENTARY RULES

SECTION 79. In the absence of specific provisions in these Rules applicable to a given situation,
the pertinent provisions of the rules governing the proceedings of the Senate and the House of
Representatives of the Philippines shall be made applicable which shall be deemed suppletory to
these Rules. In the absence of specific rules and provisions in both the Sanggunian and the Congress
of the Philippines, the “Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised” and the Orendain’s “Parliamentary
Rules,” shall serve supplementary rules of this Sanggunian, but only insofar as they are not
incompatible with the foregoing rules and procedures adopted herein.

RULE XV
AMENDATORY PROVISIONS

SECTION 80. These Rules of Procedure may be amended at any regular session by a two-thirds
(2/3) vote of all the members of the Sanggunian, provided that prior notice of such proposed
amendment is given to all the members and, provided, further that no provision herein which is based
on, as prescribed by existing laws shall be amended.

RULE XVI
DATE OF TAKING EFFECT

SECTION 81. These Rules of Procedure shall take effect on the date of its final adoption and shall
remain in full force and effect until amended, modified or repealed.

Enacted on July 14, 2025 Inaugural Session, at Lingayen, Pangasinan

APOLONI 3. AY NAPO LERA, JR.

Sangguniang Panlalawigan Member Sangguniang Parllglawigan Member
PHILIP THEODQRE E. CRUZ HAIDEE ! PACHECO

Sangguniang Panlaljwigan Member Sangguniang Panlalayigan Member
SHIELA MARI BANIQUED VI NTANILLA

Sangguniang Panlalawigan Member Sangguniang wigan Member
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R B. DE GU JERRX J O B. ROSARIO

Sangguniang Panlalawigan Member Sangg awigan Member
ROSALIM:AGA NICHOLI JAN “ IE Q. SISON

Sangguniang Panlalawigan Member Sangguniang Panfalawigan Member

RAN@@AHAN’I
P

Sangguniang Panlalawigan Member

> R. SABANGAN

Sangguniang Panlalawigan Member
(ABC Representative)

(PCL Representative)

CERTIFIED BY::

VERNA T.NAVA-PEREZ
he Sanggunian

ATTESTED:

MARK/RONA

d Governor
esiding Officer)
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INTERNAL RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE
12th SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN
OF PANGASINAN (2025-2028)

RULEI
CONVENING AND ORGANIZING THE SANGGUNIAN

SECTION 1. First Meeting and Organization — On the second Monday of July following their
election, at the Session Hall of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan in the Provincial Capitol, the Members
shall meet and proceed to the Organization of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan.

RULE II
MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 2. Composition — The Sangguniang Panlalawigan shall be composed of the Provincial
Vice Governor as the Presiding Officer, the regular sanggunian members duly elected and qualified,
the president of the provincial chapter of the liga ng mga barangay, the president of panlalawigang
pederasyon ng mga sangguniang kabataan and the president of the provincial federation of
sanggunian members of municipalities and component cities.

SECTION 3. Powers, Duties and I'unctions — The Sangguniang Panlalawigan, as the legislative
body of the province, shall exercise powers and perform duties and functions as provided for under
Section 468 (a) of RA 7160, otherwise known as the Local Government Code of 1991.

SECTION 4. Compensation — The members of the sangguniang panlalawigan shall receive a
minimum monthly compensation corresponding to Salary Grade twenty-seven (G-27).

RULE III
OFFICERS

SECTION 5. — The following shall be the officers of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan (Provincial
Board):

a) The Presiding Officer. — The Provincial Vice Governor shall be the Presiding Officer of the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan as provided for under Republic Act No. 7160, otherwise known as
the Local Government Code of 1991, and shall have the powers and duties vested in him by
law.

Specifically, he shall have the powers and duties, to wit:

1. To preside over all sessions of the Sanggunian.
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. To call the session to order and where a quorum exists, to order the reading of the Journal
of the previous session and after the Sanggunian shall have acted on the said Journal, to
proceed in accordance with these rules with the discussion and the disposition of the
matters indicated in the Order of Business.

3. To maintain order during sessions and render a ruling on questions of order, subject to
appeal by the member concerned, to the Body for final decision and to make rulings on
points of order, parliamentary inquiries, appeals and request.

4. To appoint, with the approval of the Sanggunian, the chairman and members of an ad hoc
or special committee which may be created or authorized by the Sanggunian.

5. To make on the floor brief remarks, comments or clarificatory questions on any measure
pending deliberation by the Body provided that he shall not express himself either for or
against the said measure or question.

6. To vote but only to break a tie. Hence, he cannot vote in order to create a tie. His right to
vote to break a tie is not compulsory. He may or may not exercise it.

7. To relinquish the chair to the Presiding Officer Pro Tempore or, in the absence of the
latter, to any member of the Sanggunian who shall act as temporary presiding officer, if
he desires to participate in the deliberation or simply to vacate the chair briefly for some
reasons.

8. To exact from the members present during the session proper deportment and decorum.
9. To sign all legislative documents or papers requiring his signature.
10. To declare a recess during sessions anytime he deems it necessary.

11. To enforce and compel compliance with all rules, resolutions, and ordinances
affecting the internal affairs of the Sanggunian.

12. To exercise such powers and perform such functions which the law and/or Rules of the
Sanggunian Panlalawigan may grant or entrust to him.

13. The Presiding Officer may be elected as Chairman of any Standing Committee and any
special or Ad Hoc Committee that the Sanggunian may organize for any specific purpose.

b) The Presiding Officer Pro Tempore. There shall be a Presiding Officer Pro Tempore who shall
be the highest ranking member of the Sanggunian, who, without losing his status as a regular
member including his rights and prerogatives, shall temporarily exercise all the powers, duties
and functions of the Presiding Officer in his absence or in the event of the regular Presiding
Officer’s inability or incapacity to preside.

In the absence of both the regular Presiding Officer and the Presiding Officer Pro Tempore to
preside over a session, the members present, thereby, constituting a quorum shall elect from
among themselves a temporary Presiding Officer.
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The Presiding Officer Pro Tempore or the temporary Presiding Officer, as the case may be,
shall certify within ten (10) days from the passage of ordinances enacted or resolutions adopted
by the Sanggunian in the session over which he/she temporarily presided.

He shall be an automatic member of all the standing committees of the Sanggunian.

¢) The Majority Floor Leader - There shall be a Majority Floor Leader who shall come from the

d)

political party or group constituting the majority or predominance in the Sanggunian. The
members of the Majority Party or majority group in the Sanggunian shall elect or select the
Majority Floor Leader.

The Majority Floor Leader shall be responsible for the introduction of any business before the
Sanggunian for deliberation and shall enjoy the privileges necessary to ensure smooth disposal
of the various items in the Order of Business or any matter that may be properly brought before
the Body.

He shall read, or cause to be read, all proposed resolutions, ordinances, motions, memorials,
petitions, and other documents which are reported to the Sanggunian or when required by the
Sanggunian or the Presiding Officer.

The Majority Floor Leader shall automatically be the Chairman of the Committee on Rules,
Privileges and Ethics.

He shall also be an automatic member of all standing committees.

However, in the absence of a Minority Floor Leader, the Majority Floor Leader shall instead
be called the Floor Leader.

The Assistant Majority Floor Leader. - There shall be an Assistant Majority Floor Leader who
shall come from the political party or group constituting the majority or predominance in the
Sanggunian. He shall be elected or chosen by the members of the majority party or majority

group.

He shall act as Majority Floor Leader in the absence or in the event of the inability or incapacity
of the regular Majority Floor Leader to discharge his duties and functions.

However, in the absence of the Minority Floor Leader, the Assistant Majority Floor Leader
shall be called Assistant Floor Leader.

The Minority Floor Leader. — 1f applicable, there shall be a Minority Floor Leader who shall
come from the political party or group constituting the minority in the Sanggunian. The
members of the Minority Party or parties or group shall elect or select the Minority Floor
Leader.

He shall perform such functions and duties as maybe, from time to time, entrusted to him by
the Sanggunian.

He shall be an automatic member of all standing committees.

2F Capitol Bldg., Lingayen, Pangasinan 2401 AM
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) The Assistant Minority Floor Leader. — 11 applicable, there shall be an Assistant Minority Floor
Leader who shall come from the political party or group constituting the minority in the
Sanggunian. The members of the Minority Party or parties or group shall elect or select the
Assistant Minority Floor Leader.

He shall perform such functions and duties that the Sanggunian may entrust to him in the
absence of the Minority Floor Leader.

g) The Secretary to the Sanggunian. — The Sanggunian Panlalawigan shall have a Secretary who
shall be appointed by the Provincial Vice Governor, as provided in the 1991 Local Government
Code (RA7160). The Secretary shall exercise such powers and functions as are inherent to the
position of the Secretary to the Sanggunian and other duties as provided for in Republic Act
No. 7160. In addition, she shall have the following functions and duties to wit:

1. She shall attend all meetings of the Sanggunian, keep a record of its proceedings, and
certify to the correctness of the Journals of all sessions and resolutions and ordinances
approved by the Sanggunian.

2. She shall prepare the Calendar of Business after consultation with the Majority Floor
Leader (Chairman of the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Ethics).

3. She shall notify all members of the Sanggunian of the creation of regular, special or ad
hoc committees, and their appointments to such committees.

4, She shall transmit to the proper committees all matters referred to it by the Sanggunian.

5. She shall send out notices of all sessions, other meetings and public hearings.

6. She shall carry, enforce, or cause to be enforced, orders of the Sanggunian when such
functions are devolved upon her.

7. She shall keep a compilation in an orderly manner of all resolutions, ordinances,
memorials and such other papers that have been approved by the Sanggunian, and issue
copies or certified true copies thereof upon request of any member of the Sanggunian.

RULE 1V
SESSIONS

SECTION 6. Regular Session. —

a) The Sanggunian shall hold its regular session once a week to transact business. It shall be held
every Monday at 9:30 in the morning, at the Sangguniang Panlalawigan Session Hall, Capitol
Building, Lingayen, Pangasinan, unless the Sanggunian decides otherwise.

b) Conduct of Plenary Sessions through Electronic Platforms: In cases when the attendance of
members in session becomes extremely difficult or impossible, and there 1s urgent necessity to
act on any measure, the Chair, in consultation with the members, may authorize the conduct of
virtual sessions through video-conferencing system or other computer online technologies
which shall be considered as a regular session, and which shall start at 9:30 in the morning on
Mondays.

Members shall, as far as practicable, register their attendance by joining the virtual session.
This shall be verified by the Secretary. Members who are unable to join the virtual session due
to technical reasons may register their attendance through mobile phones or other electronic
account/s.

2F Capitol Bidg., Lingayen, Pangasinan 2401 AM
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¢) Upon consensus by a majority of its members, the Sanggunian shall also have the option to
hold out-of-town sessions within the political jurisdiction of the province on the same day and
time as stated above, which session shall be considered as a regular session.

d) No two (2) sessions, whether regular or special, maybe held in a single day.

e) No two (2) out of town sessions shall be held within the same month.

SECTION 7. Special Sessions. —

a) When public interest so demands, a special session may be called by the Provincial Governor
or by a majority of all the members of the Sanggunian.

b) In the case of special sessions of the Sanggunian, a written notice to the members shall be
served personally at the member’s usual place of residence or office at least twenty-four (24)
hours before the special session is held. The notice shall state the day, time, place, and purpose
of the session.

¢) Unless otherwise concurred in by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present, there being a
quorum, no other matters may be considered at a special session except those stated in the
notice.

SECTION 8. State of the Province — At the instance of the Sangguinan, a session shall be called
annually specifically for the State of the Province Address of the Provincial Governor to inform the
province of its present economic, political, and social condition, and to present his accomplishments,
plans and programs for a particular year and until the end of his term of office. It shall be held at a
time, date and place to be appointed by the Sanggunian.

SECTION 9. Closed-Door Session - All Sanggunian sessions shall be open to the public unless a
closed-door-session is ordered by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members present, there
being a quorum in the public interest or for reasons of security, decency, or morality.

SECTION 10. The Session shall not be suspended or adjourned except when so directed by the
majority of the members of the Sanggunian present but the Presiding Officer may, in his discretion,
declare a recess at short intervals, provided further, that the Chair may suspend or adjourn the session
when the session becomes unruly or uncontrollable.

SECTION 11. An “adjourned session” may be held:

a) By a majority of the members present in a session where there is NO quorum wherein they may
decide to adjourn from time to time, or day to day, and compel the attendance of the absent
members in order to obtain the necessary quorum;

b) By a majority vote of the members present in any regular or special session, there being NO

quorum, in order to finish very important business that needs immediate action; or in some
urgent cases or events like calamities, natural emergencies and extreme situations.

2F Capitol Bidg., Lingayen, Pangasinan 2401 AM
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SECTION 12. Suspension and Adjournment. —

a) Sessions of the Sanggunian shall be adjourned upon the termination of the business provided,
however, that it may be suspended, adjourned or recessed in the manner and in such cases as
provided for in these Rules.

b) The exact hour or time of opening and adjourning of any session shall be entered in the Journal
of the Sanggunian.

RULE V
QUORUM

SECTION 13. A majority of all incumbent members of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan shall
constitute a quorum to transact official business and the same number may adjourn from time to time.

SECTION 14. In computing the presence of a quorum, the term “majority” shall be based on the
actual membership of incumbents in the Sanggunian, which shall exclude the following:

a) A member who is on official business abroad or locally, or on leave of absence
b) A member who has been suspended or removed by final judgment

SECTION 15. In the absence of a quorum after the roll call, the Presiding Officer shall declare a
recess until such time that a quorum is constituted. In no case, however, shall the recess be more than
one (1) hour. Members who will arrive during the recess period shall report their names to the
Secretary to have their presence recorded and their names entered in the Journal as present.

SECTION 16. If in spite of the above, there is still a lack of quorum or there is no prospect for
constituting a quorum, no business shall be transacted. The Presiding Officer may, motu propio or
upon proper motion from the floor, duly approved by the members present, declares the session
adjourned for lack of quorum.

SECTION 17. Whenever any member raises the question of quorum, the Presiding Officer shall
immediately order a roll call and forthwith announce the result thereof. A request or motion to
determine the presence of quorum is not debatable. In the absence of a quorum, after the roll call, the

Presiding Officer may compel the immediate attendance of any member absent without justifiable
cause.

RULE VI
ORDER AND CALENDAR OF BUSINESS

SECTION 18. The Order of Business of the Sanggunian shall be as follows:
1. Call to Order

2. Prayer, Philippine National Anthem and Pangasinan Hymn

3. Roll Call
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4. Reading and Approval of the Journal of the previous session.

5. First Reading and Reference to corresponding committees of:

a) Proposed Ordinances
b) Propaosed Resolutions
c¢) Petitions or Requests
d) Communications

6. Committee Reports

7. Calendar of Business

a) Unfinished Business

b) Business for the Day

b.1) Second Reading
b.2) Third reading

¢) Unassigned Business
8. Privilege Hour (Optional)
9. Question Hour (Optional)
10. Other Matters
1 1. Announcements
12. Adjournment

SECTION 19. The Order of Business and the Calendar of Business shall be prepared with the
Committee on Rules, Privileges and Ethics and shall cause the Secretary to the Sanggunian to furnish
hard and/or electronic copies thereof to every member of the Sanggunian not less than two (2) days
before the date of the regular session. The Presiding Officer shall cause the Secretary to the
Sanggunian to provide the necessary administrative support or secretariat services to the Committee
on Rules, Privileges and Ethics and other standing or special committees.

SECTION 20. Privilege Hour .-

a) Privilege Hour is the time allotted for any member to address the Sanggunian on matters of
personal concern or sentiments of his constifuents on various issues and affairs of public
importance. His speech on the floor is known as “privilege speech”, usually in the form of
constructive criticism or comments on the operation or management of local government and
delivery of services by national and the local agencies of the government.
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b) If there is something in the privilege speech of the member that needs action from the
Sanggunian, that shall be referred by the Presiding Officer to proper committee for
investigation in aid of legislation. However, no motion by reason of the Privilege Speech may
be made after such speech is delivered. Further, the Committee concerned has no authority to
issue subpoena to compel any person to appear before it but a simple letter of invitation may
be served for that purpose.

¢) Any member who has been given the floor to avail of the privilege hour has, as general rule,
only ten (10) minutes to speak but, if necessary, he can request for an extension of time upon
approval by a majority vote of all the members present.

d) Not more than two (2) members may avail of the Privilege Hour in one (1) session day.

SECTION 21. Question Hour. —

1) Question Hour is the period of time allotted for members of the Sanggunian to ask questions
from invited resource persons coming from both the government and private sectors, usually
heads of offices, technical men and prominent individuals primarily intended to obtain
information from the latter on certain matters that are of public interest.

2) The Sanggunian must approve a resolution stating the purpose, persons to be invited and the
time and date of the question hour.

3) Standard Set for Questions. — Questions shall be based on facts, and asked to obtain information
or press for action. No question shall:

a) contain arguments;

b) suggest its own answer;

¢) include offensive or unparliamentary language or expressions;

d) pertain to sub judice matters;

e) seek an opinion on a question of law;

f) include names or statements other than what is strictly necessary to make the question
intelligible;

g) relate to matters directly under the responsibility of another person or entity;

h) refer to an item of the agenda of the current session or to proceedings of a committee not
yet reported;

i) repeat a question previously asked and answered.

4) Standards for Answers — Answers should be directly related to the questions propounded
without need for discussing general policies or programs; they should be concise, responsive
and should not be argumentative. They should conform to the standards set for questions, where
these are applicable.

5) Form of Questions and Answers — In form, questions and answers of excessive length are not
in order.

6) Questions not conforming with standards. - If the questions do not conform with the foregoing
standards, the Chair shall return them to the member concerned and the latter may modify or
restate the questions to make them conform with the said standards.
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7) Interpellations and Comments — At the end of every question hour, it shall be in order for any
member of the Sanggunian to interpellate the invited speaker/s and make comments,
observations and statements relative to the answers given.

The Privilege Hour and Question Hour are optional items in the Order of Business and as such,
they may be calendared only upon previous request, formally filed with the Office of the
Secretary to the Sanggunian and transmitted to the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Ethics.

SECTION 22. Committee Reports. — Committee Reports, which shall be adopted during the regular
sessions shall be in writing, consisting of the findings and recommendations of the majority of the
committee(s) membership. The Committee Chairman shall make the report/s, or, if he dissents with
the majority opinion, by any committee member concurring therein and duly designated for the
purpose. Securing signatures of the Committee Members in lieu of a formal meeting is prohibited.
The final copy of the said committee report signed by a majority of the members thereof shall be
submitted to the Presiding Officer and the Chairman of the Committee on Rules, Privileges and
Ethics. If the recommendation is favorable, the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Ethics shall
calendar the subject proposed measures for second reading on the following session day. Otherwise,
it shall be considered laid on the table. [f the Committee does not take any action on a subject measure
when it disapproves such measure, the same shall be deemed considered dead.

Committee reports shall be rendered, first, by the regular (standing) committees in the order they are
listed in the rules of the Sanggunian, then by special committees in the order of their creation.

SECTION 23. The Calendar of Business shall contain the following:

a) Unfinished Business. — It refers to any business or matter being considered, which has
remained undecided by the Sanggunian at the time of its adjournment during the immediately
preceding session. This also includes items of business left unfinished or unacted upon at the
end of the term of the previous Sanggunian.

b) Business for the day. — 1t refers to ordinances, resolutions and other matters reported out by
committees and are for deliberation on second reading. This also includes those items for the
Body’s decision on third and final reading.

¢) Unassigned Business. — It refers to a listing of proposed ordinances and resolutions embodied
in committee report/s. This also includes pending matters or measures including new ones
arising out during the deliberation but not yet assigned or referred to any committee for
appropriate action.

SECTION 24. The Calendar of Business should not bind the Sanggunian to a fixed routine. On a
motion to suspend the rules, items of business may be taken away from their fixed order to permit
the consideration of urgent matters ahead of others.

The Sanggunian may also take up items or issues that are not included in the Calendar of Business.
Matters of this nature may fall under Other Matters.
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RULE VII
JOURNAL AND RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

SECTION 25. The Journal and Record of Proceedings of the Session. — The Sangguniang
Panlalawigan shall keep a Journal and a Record of its proceedings. Each shall contain a concise and
orderly account of the business that transpired and the actions taken thereof.

a) The Journal of the Proceedings. — The Journal of the Proceedings of the Sanggunian shall

contain succinct and accurate account of what has taken place in every session. The Secretary
shall prepare the Journal to the Sanggunian and a copy thercof shall be furnished to every
member of the Sanggunian not less than two (2) days before the date of the regular or special
session.

The Journal shall contain, in full or in condensed form, the following:

=] Ov L B ) b e

8.
9.

Date, place and time of the session;

Nature of the session, whether regular or special and physical or online;

Action taken on the Journal of the previous session including the corrections, if any;
Statement regarding the presence of the Presiding Officer and members in attendance;
Text of every measure (ordinance or resolution, etc.) enacted, adopted or approved;
Brief resumé of the minority opinions, if any;

The “Aye” or “Nay” votes on every question or measure and if voting is done thru
nominal vote, the names of those who voted on either.

All motions presented or proposed, whether carried or lost, except those withdrawn;
Full text of the veto message of the Governor, if any;

10. Time of Adjournment.

b) Record of Proceedings - The Record of Proceedings shall reflect in detail everything that has

been said, done and read in the session of the Sanggunian, in such a manner as to express
faithfully everything that took place therein.

SECTION 26. Signing of Journal. — The Journal shall be certified by the Secretary and attested by
the Presiding Officer as correct, and entered in the record book with an indication of the date of
approval or disapproval, as the case maybe.

SECTION 27. Excerpts. — Excerpts to be taken out from the Journal shall be certified and attested
to as correct by the Secretary and the Presiding Officer on that particular session, respectively.

RULE VIII

PROCEDURES FOR ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS AND OTHER

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES

SECTION 28. In the enactment of ordinances and adoption of resolutions including other matters
requiring legislative actions, the following rules shall be observed,;

8) Sponsorship of an Ordinance or a Resolution. —
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1. A Sangguniang Panlalawigan Member or a group of members files with the Secretary to the
Sanggunian two (2) or three (3) signed copies of the Proposed Ordinance or Resolution.

2. The Secretary to the Sanggunian records the proposed ordinance or resolution in a logbook,
indicating the basic information on name of the author/s; title of the proposed ordinance or
resolutions; date filed; and the number assigned to it.

3. On first reading, the Secretary to the Sanggunian reports all proposed ordinances and
resolutions to the Sangguniang Panlalawigan filed at least three (3) days before a regular or
special session. She reads the proposed ordinance or resolutions by its number and title and
the name of author or authors, after which, the Presiding Officer immediately announces the
committee or committees to which the proposed measure is assigned or referred.

4. An ordinance or resolution prepared and introduced by the committee having proper
jurisdiction over the subject matter proposed if presented with a report. need not go through

the first reading. The proposed measure should instead be calendared for Second Reading.

9) Committee deliberations:

1) Each committee shall be convened by its Chairman, or in his’her absence, by the Vice
Chairman, and at least one member of the Committee, at the designated place and time
specified for committee hearings to deliberate upon all measures and matters referred to it
or any other matter which directly affects its jurisdiction. For this purpose, the presence of
the Chairman or the Vice Chairman shall be mandatory.

2) For ordinances and resolutions brought to the Sanggunian for review, the presence of at least
one (1) Sangguniang Panlalawigan Member from the district from which the measure
emanated shall be mandatory before deliberation is to be taken up by the Committee/s
concerned. However, the presence of the Vice Governor, the Liga ng mga Barangay
Representative or the PCL Representative shall be required in the absence of the two (2)
elected regular Sanggunian Panlalawigan Members of the concerned District.

3) The presence of Vice Mayor and a majority of the Sangguniang Bayan/Panlungsod Members
is mandatory before any measure from the Sangguniang Bayan/Panlungsod is taken up at
the committee level; except for annual budgets and measures pertaining to loans wherein the
personal appearance of the Local Chief Executive of the concerned Municipality or City
shall be required.

4) The Sangguniang Panlalawigan shall remand ordinances/resolutions/budgets subject for its
review for the non-appearance of concerned Sanggunian Bayan/Panlungsod for two
consecutive committee hearings where such measure has been set for deliberation. However,
the Sangguniang Panlalawigan may reconsider the subject legislative measures if the same
is resubmitted or refiled.

5) For proposed provincial resolutions and ordinances, the Committee Chairman shall set a
matter for committee deliberations within one (1) month from the date of referral to its
committee.
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6) If the committee/s concerned recommend/s action on the proposed ordinance or resolution,
a report to that effect is submitted to the Presiding Officer and the Chairman of the
Committee on Rules, Privileges and Ethics, and the latter calendars the same for second
reading on the same date or the following session day.

7) In case a committee fails to come up with a resolution to approve or disapprove a measure
afler voting on the same, the said measure shall be calendared on the next regular session of
the Sangguniang Panlalawigan for resolution by the Body.

8) If the committee action on the proposed measure is unfavorable, it is laid on the table and,
within ten (10) days, the author or authors concerned are given notice stating the reason/s or

such action.

¢) Second Reading and Floor Consideration:

1. No proposed ordinance or resolution maybe considered on second reading in any regular
session unless the proper committee to which it was referred to, or certified as urgent by the
Governor, has reported out the same.

2. On the day set for the reconsideration of a proposed ordinance or resolution, the Presiding
Officer must recognize the member who requested the floor.

3. The sponsor or sponsors of the proposed resolution or ordinance may deliver sponsorship
speeches, which shall be limited to ten (10) minutes for each speech. Not more than two (2)
sponsorship speeches shall be allowed in favor of the proposed resolution/ordinance and not
more than an equal number shall be allowed to speak against it. After the speeches. a general
discussion follows.

4. Any member desiring to propose an amendment shall be allowed to speak for not more than
five (5) minutes, the same time limitation shall be allowed to any member who opposes the
proposed amendment. After the discussion and amendment, a motion to close all debates
shall be in order. The proposed measure shall then be voted upon for final action on second
reading.

d) Third Reading and Final Vote:

1) After the approval of an ordinance or a controversial resolution on second reading, it shall
be calendared for third reading and final vote on the following regular session. The final
form must include all approve corrections and/or amendments made during the second
reading; and, except as to style and correction or grammatical/typographical errors, shall
conform substantially with the approved measure on second reading.

2) Upon third reading of the subject ordinance or resolution, no debate or amendment shall be
allowed, but the title of the proposed ordinance or resolution shall be read and the Presiding
Officer puts question(s) to a vote, and directs the Secretary to the Sanggunian to call the Roll
to record each member’s vote. The Presiding Officer then, finally, announces the result of
the voting.
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SECTION 29,

(a) In cases of extreme emergency or situation, the formalities and solemnities prescribed for the
enactment of ordinance and adoption of resolutions may be set aside to prevent undue delay in
the legislative process. Questions requiring immediate attention may be taken away from its
fixed order in the Calendar of Business so that it may be considered ahead of the others, and
matters certified to as urgent may be brought upon any session for immediate consideration and
final action by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present, except for measures which may
be considered at once without the need of suspending the Rules.

(b) Where such matters are taken up at special session/meeting, deviation from the normal Rules
of Procedure is permissible to allow the urgent or certified measure to be presented, discussed,

amended and voted upon, all in the session.

SECTION 30. Approval of Ordinance or Resolution

(a) Every ordinance enacted by the Sanggunian is presented to the Governor for approval.

(b) If the Governor approves the same, he affixes his signature on each and every page thereof;
otherwise, he vetoes it and returns the same with his objection to the Sanggunian, which may
proceed to consider the same.

(¢) The Governor may veto any ordinance of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan on the ground that it
is ultra vires or prejudicial to the public welfare, stating his reason(s) therefore in writing.

(d) The veto shall be communicated by the Governor to the Sanggunian within fifteen (15) days;
otherwise, the ordinance is deemed approved, as if he had signed it.

(e) The Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item or items of an appropriation, an
ordinance or a resolution adopting a local development plan and public investment program, or
an ordinance directing the payment of money or creating liability. The vetoed item or items
shall not take effect unless the Sanggunian overrides the veto in the manner herein provided;
otherwise, the item or items in the subject ordinance of the previous year corresponding to those
vetoed, if any, shall be deemed re-enacted.

(f) The Governor may veto an ordinance or resolution only once. The Sanggunian may override
the veto of the Governor by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of all its members thereby making the

ordinance or resolution effective for all legal intents or purposes.

SECTION 31. Review of Ordinance or Resolution by the Sanggunian Panlalawigan —

a) The Sangguniang Panlalawigan shall review all ordinances of the lower LGUs including
resolutions approving the local development plans and public investment program formulated
by the Local Development Council which are submitted to the Sangguniang Panlalawigan for
review.

b) If no plenary action has been taken by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan within thirty (30) days

after submission of an ordinance enacted or resolution adopted by the lower level sanggunian,
the same shall be presumed consistent with law and, therefore, valid.
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